Joshua Dinsmore
When I walked into the classroom they told us we were 'Researchers'. At the time I was a third year Photography undergraduate about to embark on an interdisciplinary project working with a diverse set of students and academics.
Broad Vision is a collaborative project between the Sciences and Arts. It involves students and lecturers from six different departments, across three schools at the University of Westminster, London, UK. In the first year of the project we worked with the microscope as the locus for our interconnections.
The project operates with a low hierarchy, assigning all students and lecturers the title of 'Researchers' -a factor I believe is pivotal to successful interdisciplinary projects between scientists and artists. What we want from collaboration is fresh perspectives, accidental discoveries and an outpouring of creativity. These are not things which can be scheduled in the traditional, top down hierarchical systems. Instead, what Broad Vision aims to provide is time, energy and structure in which unforeseen interactions can take place.
There is no such thing as a typical research project because each art-science collaboration between student and staff researchers took its own form. One example would be the 'Anatomy of the Eye' project, in which a few of the Life Science researchers staged a dissection, which was itself a piece of performance and then became material which was discussed and recorded by Beginning the project with the role of all those involved being 'Researchers' allowed for more than just a bland magnolia of democracy but rather a shifting dynamic of portable hierarchies. Artists as researchers and a myriad of possibilities allowed for a fertile ground for truly transdisciplinary work to take place. This has been, and continues to be, a very powerful and exciting way of working. I feel that the two most influential factors of Broad Vision's successful first year were the low hierarchy between staff and student researchers and the most exciting words I ever heard in an introduction to a project: "We don't know what will happen, but..."
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